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President’s Message 

An editorial ..... 
 

Our quadrennial political season is upon us.  One can only listen to news on ABC, CBS, NBC, 
CNN, FOX, MSNBC, The Colbert Report, and The Daily Show and long for the wisdom of Walter 
Cronkite, Chet Huntley, and David Brinkley.  Our news, when we listen, is often biased. I  
wonder and laugh when I listen to Jay Leno’s street interviews!  Our country demands that 
“WE, THE PEOPLE” periodically evaluate our leadership to make sure that “WE, THE PEOPLE” 
are headed in the right direction.  A difficult task for sure! 
 

In the winter 2011/5772 issue of “Reform Judaism,” Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie offered some 
political Jewish guidance . 
Rabbi Yoffie wrote: 
ñJewish tradition offers us an ethical framework to guide our political thinking.  And 
the values it teaches are clear: 
 Å dignity of the individual 
 Å mentschlikeit (acting with integrity)  
 Å and above all, rachmanut (compassion) 
Every time we hear a politician speak, whether about illegal immigration,  
economic hardship, or human rights, let us ask ourselves: Are his/her words 
consistent with the values of our Jewish tradition?ò 
 

I would also ask the following questions of our present and/or aspiring political leaders. 
 ω !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΚ 
 ω !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
    grandchildren? 
 ω /ŀƴ ǿŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ  
    reflective of your actions in the future? 
 ω /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΚ 
 ω 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ 
    to the health and stability of the entire world? 
 

Everyone has different positions regarding economics, religion, social issues, size of 
government, and our interaction with the rest of the world. To fulfill our obligation to “WE, 
THE PEOPLE,” we must be informed and have some criteria to evaluate and/or select our lead-
ers. I feel that Rabbi Yoffie’s framework is helpful and can guide us as we listen to the news on 
ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN, FOX, MSNBC, The Colbert Report, and the Daily Show. 
Perhaps, we should ask Jay Leno to come to White Oak! 
 
Dick Leffel 
 

If anyone would like to write an editorial about our Temple, our community, or other 
Jewish/non Jewish issues, please send your editorial to the Temple office by email.  The 
editorial must be in a copy and paste format and between 1/4 to 1/3 page.  Your editorial 
will be reviewed and, when space permits, included in a new editorial section of Temple 
Talk. 


