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A Question of Stewardship 
 
Tu Bishôvat falls on February 8 this year. Originally designated as the beginning of the 
fiscal year for collecting tax on the produce of trees, that role for the 15 th of the month 
of Shôvat ceased with the fall of the Second Commonwealth to the Romans in 70 CE. 
 
Over the past few centuries, Tu Bishôvat has taken on other meanings. In the late  
middle ages it was observed with a meal structured like a Pesach seder to thank God 
for the many varieties of fruit, a practice that has been revived in recent years. When I 
was a child, it was a kind of Jewish Arbor Day, dedicated to the planting and care of 
trees. The Jewish National Fund was particularly active at this season, with campaigns 
to purchase trees to be planted in Israel.  
 
Today it has evolved into a Jewish ecology day. On Tu Bishôvat we raise the themes of 
ecosystems, biological diversity and the intricacies of humans living within nature.  
Because nature is, of course, everywhere and humanity can be so thoughtless and de-
structive, working out our proper relationship with the natural world is a constant and  
ongoing endeavor. Like all of our holy days, Tu Bishôvat only emphasizes a theme 
which is actually a matter of constant concern throughout the year.  
 
Here in western Pennsylvania, the primary ecological issue is drilling for natural gas in 
the Marcellus Shale. There are implications for public health, infrastructure, biodiver-
sity, land use, government services and more. If some of these issues seem not to be 
part of the natural world, consider that virtually everything we humans do has impact 
on ecological systems. 
 
The interconnected problems arising from exploiting the Marcellus Shale mostly come 
down to a single issue: how can we use this resource while protecting the environ-
ment? It is a question of stewardship.  
 
There are two primary definitions of stewardship. One is the responsible oversight and 
protection of something considered worth caring for and preserving. In the context of 
the Marcellus Shale, it is human health, the environment and the economy that require 
stewardship. 
 
The other definition of stewardship is acting as the surrogate of another, especially by 
managing property. In this sense, to be an ecological steward means acting as a sur-
rogate for God. This involves caring both for the created world and for human needs.  
 
Itôs a tough balancing act. There are myriad smart people on every side of every issue 
raised by mining the Marcellus Shale. Tu Bishôvat comes to teach us that being smart 
is useful, but what really matters is being wise.  
 
        Rabbi Paul Tuchman 
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Presidentõs Message 

An editorial ..... 
 

Our quadrennial political season is upon us.  One can only listen to news on ABC, CBS, NBC, 
CNN, FOX, MSNBC, The Colbert Report, and The Daily Show and long for the wisdom of Walter 
Cronkite, Chet Huntley, and David Brinkley.  Our news, when we listen, is often biased. I  
ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƎƘ ǿƘŜƴ L ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ Wŀȅ [ŜƴƻΩǎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎΗ  hǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ά²9Σ ¢I9 t9ht[9έ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ά²9Σ ¢I9 t9ht[9έ 
are headed in the right direction.  A difficult task for sure! 
 

In the winter 2011/5772 issue of ñReform Judaism,ò Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie offered some 
political Jewish guidance . 
Rabbi Yoffie wrote: 
ñJewish tradition offers us an ethical framework to guide our political thinking.  And 
the values it teaches are clear: 
 Å dignity of the individual 
 Å mentschlikeit (acting with integrity)  
 Å and above all, rachmanut (compassion) 
Every time we hear a politician speak, whether about illegal immigration,  
economic hardship, or human rights, let us ask ourselves: Are his/her words 
consistent with the values of our Jewish tradition?ò 
 

I would also ask the following questions of our present and/or aspiring political leaders. 
 ω !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΚ 
 ω !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
    grandchildren? 
 ω /ŀƴ ǿŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ  
    reflective of your actions in the future? 
 ω /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΚ 
 ω 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ 
    to the health and stability of the entire world? 
 

Everyone has different positions regarding economics, religion, social issues, size of 
government, and our interaction with the rest of the world. To fulfill our obligation to ά²9Σ 
THE PEOPLEΣέ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ǘƻ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘπ
ŜǊǎΦ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ wŀōōƛ ¸ƻŦŦƛŜΩǎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ news on 
ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN, FOX, MSNBC, The Colbert Report, and the Daily Show. 
Perhaps, we should ask Jay Leno to come to White Oak! 
 
Dick Leffel 
 

If anyone would like to write an editorial about our Temple, our community, or other 
Jewish/non Jewish issues, please send your editorial to the Temple office by email.  The 
editorial must be in a copy and paste format and between 1/4 to 1/3 page.  Your editorial 
will be reviewed and, when space permits, included in a new editorial section of Temple 
Talk. 
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IS IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

 

HARRY WECHSLER 

 

and 

 

JANE BROFF 

 

by 

 

CHUCK AND LAURA BROFF 

 

 

TWO ISSUES OF TEMPLE TALK ARE OPEN FOR  

 SPONSORSHIP IN 2012!!  

September and October  

Announce in our Temple Talk!  
 

 
�i �� Birthdays  
�i �� Anniversaries    
�i �� Births  
�i �� Weddings. Engagements  
�i �� Bar Mitzvahs or Bat Mitzvahs  
�i �� Memoriams  

5 

PERSONALS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE 

RECOGNIZED WITH A  

PROMINENT BOX IN THE ISSUE OF 

YOUR PREFERENCE. 

CALL THE OFFICE FOR  

DETAILS. 


